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5 PV Forensics Group 
Wins Several A wards 
P.V.'s Forensics group came back from 
the April 2 Stephen F. Austin State 
University Seventh Annual Individual 
Events Festival with a number of public 
speaking and oral interpretation awards. 
Just a few weeks after their Sweepstakes 
victory at the T.S.U. tournament, this 
recent trip caps off the year of forensics 
activities which the English Department 
sponsors on behalf of the university. 
Dr. Millard Eiland, the team's coach, 
announced that Vincent Bernard Shanks 
received the first place award with a 
beautiful plaque for his entry in Dramatic 
oral interpretation. Top awards, "superi­
or" ranking, went to Ken Edmonson in two 
categories: in Dramatic oral interpretation and in Prose interpreta­
tion. The same award went to Yolanda Williams in Story telling. 
Four "excellent" awards were earned by: Phyllis Wallace and 
Yolanda Williams in Dramatic oral interpretations, by Irma 
Balthazar in Prose oral interpretation, and by Ken Edmonson in 
Poetry oral interpretation. 
Construction Contracts Approved 
The campus improvement program at Prairie View continues 
with award of three contracts, including one for $506,944 to Dickey 
Electric Co. of Houston for electrical distribution and lighting work. 
Malek Construction Co. of Navasota was awarded a $110,694 
contract for sidewalk repairs and street extensions, and Kavanaugh 
Construction Co. of Bryan received a $66,126 award to renovate the 
Harrington Science Building. 
SYMPHONIC BAND PRESENTS SPRING CONCERT — The 
Prairie View A&M University Symphonic Band presented its Annual 
Spring Concert on April 14th in the Auditorium of the new Hobart 
T. Taylor, Sr. Arts & Sciences Building. Featured soloists with the 
Symphonic Band were Victor E. Hebert, clarinetist, who performed 
"Rondo" from the Concerto for Clarinet" by W. A. Mozart, and 
Mr. Willie J. Williams, trombone soloist, who performed "Morceau 
Symphonique" by Alexandre Guilmant. 
WINNERS IN PUBLIC SPEAKING — Front row (/ to r): Irma Balthazar, Phyllis Wallace, 
Patricia Burris, Gwylen Wright; back row (/ to r): Prof. W. A. Curtis, Ken Edmonson, Yolanda 
Williams, Dr. A. I. Thomas, Dr. Millard Eiland, Christopher Toote, Jack Thompson, Bernard 
Shanks. 
Pres. Thomas Asks Support 
Of PV Legislative Budget 
President A. I. Thomas has indicated that major Legislative 
support is needed if Prairie View A&M University is to receive 
respectable funding of its budget for 1978-79. President Thomas has 
made numerous trips to Austin during the past month in support of 
the Prairie View A&M University budget. 
The Budget Request is for $27,195,877 in 1978 and $16,796,412 in 
1979 or a total of $43,902,289 for both years of the biennium. "At 
this point I am quite concerned regarding some of the funds which 
have been eliminated from our budget request", stated President 
Thomas. "I am personally working hard to restore many of these 
cuts and I feel that the Legislature will help us in many areas. It is 
difficult however, to see how we will be able to recover from some of 
the items which are being eliminated from the University's budget." 
President Thomas indicated that the present mood of the 
Legislature reflects the present mood of the economy as well as the 
public. No one seems to want additional taxes. "There is a general 
feeling of cost consciousness, and fiscal conservativeness prevailing 
throughout this land," stated Dr. Thomas. "This of course, is 
reflected in the current Legislature and it certainly would be reflected 
in the attitude toward budget of Prairie View A&M University. 
Morgan Richardson 
Army Navy 
New ROTC Professors 
COL. ERNEST MORGAN has assumed 
command of the 650-member Army ROTC 
program at PVA&M, one of the top 
producers of black commissioned officers 
for the service. 
A 25-year Army veteran, Morgan 
previously served in Texas, commanding 
units at Fort Bliss, near El Paso. He holds 
an undergraduate degree from Virginia 
State and a master's degree from 
shippensburg (PA) state college. 
The new commanding officer of the 
Navy ROTC unit is Captain Fred D. 
Richardson, Jr. A native of Arkansas, 
Capt. Richardson was reared in Battle 
Creek Michigan and graduated from 
Western Michigan College in Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 
Capt. Richardson began his naval service 
in 1955 under the Aviation officer 
Candidate (AOC) Program and was 
designated as Naval Aviator in 1956. 
THE 1977 PV GOLF TEAM — (L-R) 
William Sacks, (Freshman), Jessie Allen, 
(Junior), Juan Moncada, (Freshman), Bart 
Perez, (Junior), and Rex Conn (Sopho­
more). 
Faculty Notes 
MR. R. E. CARREATHERS, 
Assistant Vice President for Students 
Affairs, was elected for a three year term to 
the Directorate of Commission XII of the 
American College Personnel Association. 
ROBERT COLE, assistant to the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, has been 
officially promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 
in the Army Medical Specialists Corps at 
the 94th General Hospital Headquarters in 
Mesquite, Texas. 
CLYDE CHRISTOPHER and MA­
RION HENRY were elected to the Waller 
School Board during the April 2 elections. 
Mr. Christopher won a second term 
defeating Randall Shepler for position 1. 
Christopher received 416 votes and 
Shepler-339. Dr. Marion Henry received a 
total of 562 votes to hold his position. 
MS. ESTHER JOHNSON TYLER, 
Assistant Professor of Office Administra­
tion and Business Education, College of 
Business, at Prairie View A&M University, 
Prairie View, Texas, has completed all the 
requirements for her Doctor of Education 
degree from the University of Houston. 
CURTIS A. WOOD has been elected 
to full membership on the Board of 
Directors of San Bernard Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. Dr. Wood has served 
since 1975 as an Advisory Board member of 
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TEACHING AWARD — Mrs. Ruth 
Arnold, English professor, accepts Teacher 
Excellence Award presented by President 
A. I. Thomas. 
Science Institute 
Attracts Teachers 
From Area Schools 
Henry Tyler Wood 
The Division of Natural Science held 
the twenty-second annual Institute for the 
Advancement of Science on Wednesday, 
March 16, in the Harrington Science 
Building. 
The One-Day Science Institute is held 
for the science students and faculty from 
the Natural Science Division and the 
Houston-Prairie View area high schools to 
enhance the awareness and interest in the 
Sciences. This year's theme was: 
STUDENTS, COUNSELORS, ADMIN­
ISTRATORS, TEACHERS — PART­
NERS, IN SCIENCE CAREER AWARE­
NESS". 
Teachers and counselors from M. C. 
Williams, Jack Yates, George Washington 
Carver, Booker T. Washington, High 
School for Engineering Professions, and 
Forest Brook High School attended and 
brought students. A total of 240 high 
school and University students attended the 
sessions. 
Christopher Carreathers 
